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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Classification Office classifies the book The Age of Innocence as: 

Unrestricted. 

The Age of Innocence consists largely of colour and black and white photographs by 
well-known photographer David Hamilton. The photographs show naked, semi-naked 
and clothed adolescent girls. The photographs portray the girls in a romanticised 
manner, using a soft-focus effect, and focusing on the girls' beauty. The text includes 
an introduction discussing the eroticism of virginity, quotations from literature 
underneath most of the photographs, and several short sections of prose describing 
girls, often focusing on their awakening sexuality. 

The Age of Innocence approaches but does not meet the threshold of tending to 
promote or support the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. While the 
portrayal of adolescent girls' sexuality is inevitably a sensitive subject, this book 
remains within the boundaries of legitimate study. The book presents the girls as 
untouchable or forbidden. 

The book exploits the nudity of young persons to a moderate degree. It contains many 
photographs in which adolescent girls' breasts are visible, and some in which attention 
is drawn to their pubic region. This element of exploitation has been weighed against 
the dominant effect of the book, which is primarily aesthetic, and its apparently serious 
purpose as a study of adolescent girls' sexuality. 

The Classification Office sought expert assistance from a professional phototographer, 
an art historian, and three sexual health educators in forming its view of the book. 
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